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P rt I Li£ 1.n ,vor r. Kar 1 N 

1. l.ntmdunioift 
fa 1980 Dr. K:rrd Nc:"ys. founded the: &ir: tl

1

f1:1 

~ -H \l , H'i.1't'Jg.st.:1m .Rmd.s. kn~'ll in English 
as thr Nqrs-vm Hoogst.irell'l .Poundatwn,, 

n..mi~d m honour of his pa:rmt~ W'be:n Jl.i.Rl 
N~s p:JBS('d ·J;'"-'J on 1'.-1.u.:h 3rd 1992,, hc­
beq1..tcathe:d bi!: fort'Ulleo: t !JI the: Foundation.. 
AB J man of edm:J.tion a1!1d study; with a 

s.inccrc: and dc:t'p aff«rioa (or lndonc:ma 

md South-c=ast Ama. in ~nc:nl. l11: rupulatc:"d 
th.1.t his. fuundati:on should be dire~ ted oo 
rcsl!'.ilCh JJ1d [('il:it'c'd tr.l.Lrwlg m tbl!' ~gion.. 

Th~ m:nn obJ«cc.1~ of rM N~-v.m. 

H o~NU''ll foundanon is ro ~npport .JDd 

srinmla.tc socio-ccrn!lom:i.c TI!.searcb in tbie: 

field of ho1.16.iehold budsen :i.nd iim.ily 
nutrition in Cndo~11i;1 md other (Scrur.b-c.ut) 

Asian. c-OU11trie~-- By f)ro"!'ld.ing fi.aanci.i:! and 

technic.11 rupport. the:" N eyi-van. Hoogetr.1ttn 

E!o'l.mdaticm .lll115 at rnh.2.11cine; t'M quality 

:ind qu:mti.r,r of D:'~ in this fidd_ 
~J.Rb rcgwts should .bit P'lbli.mc:'d. 

Litt]~ B brown of rh~ lif-r .i.nd WOTk of cb.(,, 

foun.du of the Ncys-v:m H oogm:atc:n 

Fciundatioa. h~,~ r. 'Wbl!C K.ird Ney.: 

~c:d av.,~y; ill his pe,1B.0.1ila1 doGu'W.C>m:s ancl 
bc,longiiias .....-ere lost,, dll.C' to thi!' careless 

bd1a.viiour of his c-g,::uco.r. No into1"mat1on 

was l~ft bdUJro flhout tb.e ptloon ~l Nqrs, 
11 fact much reguttcd by~ iPound.ition 

ooJid.. Nov..,. tlut tbr fuwxfa.tio.n has, been 

opemtioruil for more rhan rcn y('an. the 

tim.c: has come to study t:lx- 1SG.LC.ty :w.ril.ilik 

dar·.t and ifucow-r woo WJB K.a.n-1 Nc:)lli? .AB 
fur :J..!I t~ ~c~ of his n mJC is oow:cml!d. 

•• r 

c., ilJr 

,11 ru ! Nr.,lr.rl r.t ,fJ PJ frl f 1 .J 1 

h~ wed both th(C' Ncijs and Nl!)~S spdliJris 

vcn.ion.s_ From he1t on_~ 'will uK" the Nq11ii 

verru::in. 3.111 is also Kllcc..ti:d in the ~ of the 
fuundJ.tion1

• Axcruval. and ITbrnry usc:arch ms 
.rC1i--caled ~.r::u .1Sp«P.1 of hli work .and life, 
though many uncermintit'g un.tbnunatcly 

Thci pL,rposc of thi9 pabli..:-:Ltion ii m gi.\~ Ji 

co.nci91! a biosrnphy as po~iblc of the lifl!l 

and work of D.r.. K.1rcl Ney~ and to honour 

rum fur his. ge:R~O 11B. inifut:&'l! t O (LR3lC a 

foundation dc,'Ot:cd to socio-economic 

CCSC:J.rch W. the' fidd of rood and nutrition 
m. Sourh-e:ist .A.s.ia.. Purthermori; thilil 

pub]jc:i.rion will prm,i:id~ infurm:ition on 

tht- obJc:cti~s .lDd lilctivitic:B of th~ Ncys­
"ii~ Hoogstrmn IPcm:nd.itio:n since 1 Q92 

DT. X.Hcl Ncp L&l2!0-1Q!1l 11.nd Tb.c N-c:7 1-T.n1 Hna guir1tcn E'nun.:hu::ioa J 



 

Acknl.lt~·~Jgt"f\lmt.s 

SC".-~:rnl p~ ns md i:nsritutior:s. h .IVC biec:n 

"W!:t:'j helpful in our sc-arclt fur iiifurmati.on on 
~l N t::'/S • 1'.im)' thank.a a.re du~· to It.in .. 

Car.la G.r::irler in Anisrurl~u:n,. Mr:s. Joy N .::.ys m 
rhc Hague. ML H::J.JlS 1t.'3fl. du Ramp. mtiqU.1.­
Iim in rhc H:i~. md h.. Ra l\.1idddbwg.. 

WJ.gcningc:n. The libr:ay of ki(icn 

Unn."CF&i.ty and the KD11t ~~· :lm:mtr14t 11t.10r 

Tdolt L.,mJ en T,o&mku.uJe- (KIT'LV) in leidfil 

h.i~ bc~n ~ coo~r.ttn"CI in FI'O"~id.irJs 
~k"ial':it: m:m:rial W1r thank as wdJ th1r 

SridJtrttg lnd-001 F,1ffl'ffl·~ .Archirt in th~ ~ -

2. llt«? 'l'i."ni• f"-• iJy 
:Kau--1 N t:::'f£ V.""JS be'rll :tB an oL1ly ~h.iJd J.nd 
~on on l 7th February 1 ~ ~, in Klaren in 

Indonesia. His futhc-r v,u Adolf Henri Ncij!1 
(1879-l 963) :u1d 1m mother .Adri:m.:i. l.u:u:.J 

van HoogstrJ.tc:n (1 SSi-L gs5). v.-.bo v.'Cre 

muri~ in 191S in Smunna.jJ.1ti"a. & th 
p:iROO CJJJ.H! :6:oJn what was tb.e-n known ::ui 

au old i:st:Jbl.ishi:d li-ulisdu: J~Uii9 

(Ne.tlMrlands fo.donca1 t'.lli]]llj' r·. 
Tor Ne~~ fmilly or jgin:ud &om le'm-"eJ"J 

[louv:1.in] . SJ.tuared in rhc oour~rn pJit of 

rm- Low Coun[D:(':s. :nOW'lldllJS pJit of 

E~Isi1im1. ]n 1 715. o~ph N Cfi dcp.u:rcd fur 
t~ C ~ of Zcdll.lJir! o f tht Uuin-d Eut 

fodia Compilll)· w.1 hJoa.rd the- l\~1:mi1t4id !iliip 

to the fndo~si:m :m::hi~Jaao"'. H" R"~d 

in Java. ~D}ins a t!LlCOMal career. :i:narnc-d 
a:ad bccanic the fou:uding f.ithcr o { .1. v..rcll 
.kJ1owJ1 Dur('.h lndim &mily of cJV.iJ sen"Jllta+. 

.l.ard's fu.thc- r..Adolf He:ori N ~js. b~g.in his 

,:carc-e:r 3B :.1 irir..ril. s~,.~nt in rhc: Dutth :idrumi­

scntion. in Hl 17. ar the ~ of 341-. 'Ihen :i9. 
no inform.ition to be fowld on w m.t he-- did 
pre-v.ioudy ra thlB. He: most lih-ly ~rs tramed 
as a. civil scrv.mt in Jikarta-. then knmvn as. 

Batavia". In 191 9. b.~ v;:ia promoted rn ~ ­
rank: of a.n~tn1t-'ll'1;i/mt in Klate.n. Cc-n:mu. 
J;n.~ . 
In thoK" d .1)'11, Kbcc-u. thc- {Place- ofbirrh of 
.R.ard N~. w.19. part of CM Rcgt"nir:y of 

Sunk.rrtJi, nmv kno·ii'r'l!I. li So1o4 1t JS rit11arcd 
on the cich sail :u: ~ foot of rh(: :fi.k rapi 

1i.•ok,LD.__o.. Jill~ V..'JS md :Uidc::cd ~ill is m 

l s:i~n.e lHid ir..11 ~ An:l',ief, tttt Ha,& .iod. tbe ll!~l!!~ oock Ne'axr-imafJ" I\llria"lls.l. 
1 11z Va-m(rJ', Dc:-zt Iwit"i* ~ Kl·&! &Y YOC i:ieoui.ted IJIJX'h of jti, coouncaq;:•enocutel such Z?. swim. ud solc:11en from 

nc~micg rowitries. Se.am~ fmm the ~cc Ned:i~il.lllb ·~-e~ :m.aicly recrt.Jiim by the Cbunbu {m: offi.ce} af the 
YOC jo .MidJ:l~b.1.rg, Zee.boi Gu,m., "F.S., De gud1ir:dm'r mr.1 le VDC' [!be Jilitocr o f the YCCJ , Zui]lbi:n, WiiJbur-& Pen, 
3:ICQ, 88-94-. 

4 In d:ie l 920s md l 93Cls 51!\'eul meml:ecs of dr Nei.j.s: bmil}• 2l"TI!d in th.i! .mmiaiitntioa urh u:. Ch. Ni!!iji... Eli.. Nei.jJ. l.D.d 
'IH. 1-I. Neij s. Source: R1,i ttrin,er Am1111UR "°"r M wh,W, iJ~ i.!,1 Zo .. i 1,1,w. 

~ Rqr-uittg-J Au.!filHiW m:ir ~~Hdr.!f1 Inidit, 'lil,ffilt GE~: .~w t!11 a,rxn:fi.r, 'l9'-3 •. P. 266. 

'wicees_ 6::tr the, !Study of ci.1.:il !Bt'lDt ""-e~ suljoe-ct to II sttict ~ lect:bn proo:-en. 'Du!)· could attie-nd ::i rltu.df .:it the Uninmtie 
of Leide.11 11J1d- Utu,:bt in the- Ned:ierl:uuu,, cu: in JOODllesi::i 1lt the ~ ,u-n,.~ (Sch,:iol o f Ad01ini.smtbn) in Bmm The 

tn.:i:n.ing i.n [nda ru:w. 'lli•5 id:at1:-r, t;1;0 ~ ts .io:l~ p_Cii1Ctiaill7 micli:ed. LjlmlJlS, G.C .• .Ei~i;p m iYJ~ de' 
lr:dirchd.~ .. 1V.W':.tirM. Hn ror;;tJ t,·i9'.lfl'.l~.W ~r.l.NHr- 1¥ JW'lf. 19 45-l951l [The ::idmiJuJ.mtio.n. onJn·.i,. 1945-l950J.A.mlti:i:duu, 

di! Bu,uild:,e: uc~ 191!6, 'l:i.:1.-135. 
Rqcaill,fr AAJnai, 'l 92 L. 223. 



 

In111riB5liL'•JU qf f...11 L'Ji m 1hr 19111, ~ourci', KITLr Lr11frn). 

.u:11port.wt CC't'lrn' for proouctioJJ. of mgar and 
cobru:co.. In the period Ciif ~ Ncijsi £uuil.}I it 
"ili.'IDII one- of~ nuijor 3I'e.1B in. Jb.va -with large 
pli.nta.tio.DS. T~rt" ~re: rn.ro agricaltur~ 

~sl!'arch ~tatio:ru:. on.c- fol' sug:.ll" md ona= fur 
tobacco.. At iJJl illti.tLtdC' of 180 m abO'f,:· &eil 

.kvd,, tM clin13tt1 ~ ~ry plea&1nt . Lrd. 

N·~·i spcnr only J. fi:w ye:i..rs of 1m i:-arly 
chi1dhood in I{]:ite:n. h ov..~i,~L 

At the :J.g'I!' of thrl!'~ Kards' :tarhC"r ,,.'ll rr.lJ.'la­

~m:d to 3 B imilJI posi ti. ril a. m S.ikttiga. a s.m ill 
t0"'.¥1.IJ. in Ce;i.'llr.tl Ja.v.i.. ~ th J. cool climate. 
580 m above sea l~L Th.I!' area was wcU 

known fo.r rhc atltivation. of Europe:l.ll 

ve~tabk/. la. 1925. Adolf H .. Ncijs. mm 
promoted to J2S1°dr1.,i of Bauki • b;J..S,<:,il in the 

t.ov.-"u of BondOVi'"Ooo • .nc::rr tl1C' 'ljcn Plat:C'au 

in tl.1c Prm-incc oi h t JJY b:i. tho&e da)r&. 

BoudOVi'O~O 1t¥ti :i. quiet pla.cc: whC'11. 11::om­

piIIC:d with KlatC'.1:1 ~- ]n July 193 ,.Adolf H. 

N cija rea.cbcd the peak of l:w. GU"Ccr when he 

WJ.a appriinted .firrt governor of tJ1e Province" 

of c~nnil J:I'ira., in Si!'maran& DL1fin£i an 
:lruJ.UlllitrJn~,:· .rt:org.mmti.on of Java. t.ru:· 
~mnrnt ait:abfuhc:d the Pocr.'l.JlC~ of 

Ctr,;ntral J.iv.tLI in 1929 • The cit7 of Sem.1.r.ms 
V.-f-.1.!I. at'lcl still is: 3.11 impo:rt~mr C"CJ.lll'lll.crcial and 

industrial centre viith 3 .lillajor port,. lilhl.lrco 
on the norrh coast of~ island . .. !\round 

1930. the city count~ about 2 18. 0(1 

inhabitants, w hlch WJS a sizeable nt.mibcr in 

those d:J:YS. . 
Th~ v.;-orld cco:nom.ic dc::prnmcm of 1930 hit 

1
~ &.i..~~ Ailll Nm!:r!JJ1.:fzh Inifit. '1 G:rin~.n.mge/.Loetdi:c, .Mmi:nm r-.6.Jli.o.t7EJ. Bci.U. 19 LB, 'F11o~e~ De.!:l, m. G-acggrijp. 

G.EE. ~..rmJ~ .&r.11xrroit' 1m Ned~knttfalJ-hJ~il!. Wijk. ea ~Iburg. Pi:tmes Publ:imen.,. j99j. ~print a jg 34, 

L32CL'L.324. 
,; ~ A..l,;,;t...-w, '1923. 266. .fim:y..i~cdit' I\JH -~J.."Val I~. 'L9N, Dade- Deel,. 675-676. 
tti ~A.!..'Vruill'. 192 , 2~. m-~ IR.t1 Nda!m.tuf1 In.fi~ 19 17,Ee.rxe ~346.Ganggri.j_p, 159. 

lnilon.es.i~ toen eo ou [C:m:lcoaa put uul. p.r~ea:], Jimste:rdnn. In1fi'medi.u: Bihliolbee-k.. l9BO, 224-225. 
Qit'hut~ .firrqdo~ m Nmuinnf..m.Ifiifil,. 52 1-522. 



 

the= fodouemm population hard. !Purchasing 
po1~r &-creased dw-pl~ :ma.uy plaruation 
1,1,0:d«:rs became une-_mplq-'Cd and households. 

went into debt. IPeop]e ~d to BLtrvi~ 

by falling back OL'l the ~lf-sufficient 

econ ornJr of tM J~5,i11
~ _ 

]n 1934, at the age of 54. Kard Ncys's fatha 

retired. ]t VI.~ n.ot m unllfilal ~ fo:r 

retirc.mc-_nt ill the colon1al ~rvicc·. 1-:fu: dutic:s 

~re much appreciakd by tb.c go~r.n:mc:nt , 

who deooraud him rn1ice1
:?> • 

Lrd N t:ryB "n'fill 14 "f(:::a..rs o ld when rus father 

retired_ He mo&t lih:ly at te11ded the a(:"COn ­

dary scliool in Scmantll!· For a family s.uch 

a.!!. N eiji. ha:Vlng li~d in the lf.ndonewn. 

an:hipdago for ~ J~rations,. the idea o:f 

rcturnmg to the N cth c:rkmd.5 after ~ tirc:~nt 
1.v.li not an option. :E{.arc:l N cys 1t",'ti brought 

up :U1 a fa.m.ily of oolonial administrators. i1::1. a 

pe:riod in which the Dutch. bdic~d oolouial 

rule to be infinit.c. \\':ry fc-,..,.r peoplr: intapretcd 

the= ~ of coming ~s which v..'01.1.ld 
rns.ult in the= indcpeudc.nce of ilndonem. 

thous}l int:crc-~tit'lgl.y enough. the 1-01mg 
Karel N e:ryi4- 'f-rW£ ons: of the~ enlight.clled 

h . 

]n 1938, at the age of 19, he !let off for the= 

N e thc-:rlands to stLtdy at Leid cm Unri"C'.rs.ity: 

:I . Thie pn~Dn c/ Kanl N.e-y~ 
Th e question o:f v.ho 'W3B. Karel N eys. iB not 

c-.wl:\r ~red because of the lack of data.. . 
An ad~rtl!!Clll.Cnt placed ii1 the iWoeis.:Jt, 

journal, .rc:quering iuform ation o.n the=· 
pe:rociu of L.rcl N cys prm/1dr:d s.mnc ~"J.luable 

roctiom. n~rtb.de!:i'S. Th.c list of publications 

by Ka.rd Neys (durpt:cr 6) showI1 d::arly that 

he dC"!'Otcd most of~ 1.vork1ng lik t.o the 

education of adults. m th ('.1'11ph~ms 011 litc-n.­
cy campaigns. ln bis. opinio1:i,. literac:y '\X'ml a 

major h:y to d ~lopmCL'lt. He l'Illl9t ha\.rc 

been a. :restless peroou. when con&idenns 

the many parts of the 1NtDrl.d in which h e 

v,;orked; lndonc:sia,, the· Soutb. P.icific and 

in Latin America.. He v.ras a sreat collector 

of books. According to tb.c antiquar:i.tn Ji.tr. 

H:a.ns. van da Kamp in the= H3.BUc. h e had 

collected a '7.Ut and ,raried library of n c:arly 

ten thomm.nd volum.cs. aU p(:rsonally signed. 

Ji.1:ost of the boob ooucerncd the Indonesian 

an:hi.pdnso,. but othc:r :rcgio:mi ~re :ili:o 

induded_ IH::is. ooll.ection cOVC"red a wry broad 

fidd of ifitcrc~ and 'W3.S r.ithc:r enqrdopa.edic 

m nature. including b ooks from local md le!:i'S 
known publishers~ if.11 the 1994-1 995 pe:riod. 

1m library v.-..ia put up fur sale o.n the= mci­

quari!lll market in tM Hasu.c. Thi: exc=,cutors 

of bJS lm will a.ud tcstarn.rn_t !1.llnply dmnped 
a 1x-au6ful priv.itc library on the market:,, 

including all h icl. personal b(:long~35
• 

Karel Nqrs' library confirms w hat the 

pbilooophcr Thomas a Ki:mpis {1380-147 1} 

once- s.a.id; "[ haw si:::.arch.cd e1t---c-ry-'i\rh~re fur 

re~t. and I futmd it in a srnall corner viith a 
book". 

He \VCTI.t vay :tnrn:h .l:m. own way and ca.n. 1x 
comidcrcd a solitary pi:raon or C'VC':1:1 a lon~r • 
and fur some peopk· he v.ouJd ha~ S.CC'm«l 

all . tmusual paoon indc--cd. N C".---C-rthe.ks~ h e 

stay'Cd m toucli with s.o.mc friends he 1mew 

l l :Kam.edi.n!,, RNJ. G oen sdu.de lililll d,e, e;wcrt luufbowe, [No dun:age to th.e ezport iagricul:ure]. Jc: K une:r.liog, R.N.J. (ed.}, 
In.'oHc:rir f«r~ iYJ 1'¥1 [Ccdonesi1 part md pl'!'.11:ot]. A.m!Sben:h.m, J.ntiermedur Ejlii.o t:Mek., l 900. 224-225. 

u De-Jong,J.JP., .De 6:Wia mr1j:fJtfl.TJ. De N cifa!mJ~ •~ Azit ~ ih. JwotK:aftc .:.srhipd 1595-1950 ['l"ht CllJgt c{ i:>J:~. 
~ D utch jc ku. uid l:M· Ccdone~m m::b:ipelagc,J. den H ug. Sdu Uj~n. 1 ~I!,, ,U~S-~. 

u Jnt'ornut.ion ~ie,ed by :&mril fi.om :Mr. HlllS 1-,ac deI Kramp. l •111,,e,Il kn.owe ;mtigiucuc in the- Hague :J..PeciaJ.D.ed in l:M· 
Jmlooe,.!Uc 1u r:·hipebgo. The E-mw w.u ~ 2.!f'Om,e to t:M i:i.d1.--e-I~CJLl!ot phoed jc th-e- &b-;lJ'Cl','I Jell.DUL 

8' D:r. X:11:rcl Ncy;a. l!Vi!!0- :1 9 !12 s:n.d Th.c Ne :r1-T11.n H D<J(YCnl ten. f,c,u:nduio c 



 

from his study in Leiden and from the South 

!Pacific Comm iwon. Hs= had a ho~ in 

ths= south of En~.m.d., :u1 St Dunc.m~ ne:ax 

C:mt~bury. iknt1". While t'~I"(:. he 'YP'Cluld 

'i.-rimt some of hjg. friend~ i:r1 the Nethcrlanm 

such 3B. ft.1.r.. Ch.. J. Gradc:i;, a. for~r civil ~r­
vant in Indonesia and Ms. Grader. who 'n":IS 

also university educated. As a oolitary person., 

the ch.ut~s arc that he felt n1a& at ~ in 
cdu.cats=d company' . 

He 'YP"aS loyal to thc:iEl,C people who ~rvcd 

him Vi.rdl., which can be concluded from bis 

1m will .He l:xqucJ.thed a rum of mo:ncy to 

his form~ landladies in Englmd,Voorburg. 

the Hague. and his Venezuelan properties to 

.bis Lmdlidy in Vcn~Li. A tJ~c;al ag,pect 

of a peroon li.k.C' Kard N c:ys Vt.-"aS his wish 

mc-ntioned in his last v.'111.; that there should 

be no public 110tificati-on of his death,, the 

exception being to the United Nations Joint 
Staff iPeru1ion PtUld .in NC\v York: for admiui­

!ltrJ.tr."C' ~.lSOl'.15_ 

4. &luMOO'PI at the Mni,~raiti~a 
o,J ~,~,, a"" Utudr.r 
In 1938. Karel Nq,s WJS e:-1.'l.rolkd at Leiden 

University to study what V.".1.S known ag, 

lmf ologk. liter.ally mtllllng in.dology or the 

!ltll.d}r of the fndoucsi:m 3IChipd:igo. h W'J.9. 

ho'Yie\r« a pro~!iB.i.oual rather th:m :m aca­

demic trainins in colonial ad L'l.1..i.ni.strJ.t1on1 
' . 

· ' Lett:e:i: to NHF 6:om ~'b. Cub Gr.id.er, 21-1CL2003 

much in line mth the traditions of his 

fa1.'Ilil)'· It .i!I intercst1ng to note: that he: cho~ 

Leiden rather than the: lJW\-rer!riq., of Utrecht., 

where the study 'Y,'3B. rather co~rv.J.tl:\"C' in its 

per.:;cption of [ndoncsia md the v.'Orld_ 'Ihe 

study iu l.('id.e:n Vi.1"3..9, in th.c tradition of the 

oo-cillc:d Ethical Policy. rdlecting a. JllOI"(' 

enlightened approach to colonial administra­

tion . 'Ibc study in Utrecht Vi.~ of a ·,;,;•e:-ry 

diftrnnt nature. based very much on the 

intcre!lt of the Dutch busi.nc!B v.rorld in the 

Indoncsim arcbipd:iso. Ufb.cu compared 

v,rith Leiden. the: ac.a._douic l~l ~~ not up 

to the required standard. Th.c stud}' in Utrecht 

'\'\'3S supported by industry and therefore uick­
n.:uncd tht- J.\tmt~mit Rmdtn'r [Oil fucultyy~ . 
Ka:rd Ncys .bad thcr('fore chosen a course 

of study in the tr:J i a iug of c.rntltdaat lndi.sd, 

i11PJ, ~.t.1 or candidate lndoncsi:l..ll civil 

iil(:IV'm_t 3.t a univar~ ... v.hich Wli, ~rnw~ 
for that period. [n this iwpi.ri.ns- cmrironmmt., 

he: probably .felt that [ndoncs.ia. '\'\"Ould tike its 

dC\90lly into ow11 hands in thr::: distanr future_ 
'While at university. he de...-doped a great 

intcl'C!lt in cduc"3.tion ag, a. tool for devclop­

l'Jl.('nt. 

Follov.'lllg brii:f but fi('n:c rembnCC',, nw 

Germany occupied the Netherlands in May 

1940. Llfe at the U ni ... ~rsity cont1nued as 

um.al. but a major event v,~ to axcur in. 
September 1941 . AB part of the: 1J.1.ii ideology. 

~ £.nformaJ:io.n. ~n-.ed :from Ms. Carla. Gmder. Am..lterdam, da.ugbttt of Mr. C b. G~r. Letter dJ.ted 12-S-2:103. Fmm the 

Cb.].GNder An:hn-e ic the- Leiden Uc:i'lle.u:iti,· libn:q· :it beanJe. cl.e.u tlut Mr. Gmder su'lled. :ic the Dutcb ;idmi.rwtr41:inn. af 
Nev, Guinea. allie:r 1945, :ic the field af E1lLll deTelDpme.ct. Ju a. oc,n~lf SC"'Bcring terrilDrJ. the i.Jbn.d wu p;u:t af the Sou.tb 

.P.aci.fic C omm:wi.oc. "Whec Kiuil N~·1 joicl!d the Cmmnin:ion., be JDll!i: bn-e l:::!een. :ic Clllll:a.ct witb .!'.1r. Gmder. 
' At the eoo oftbe 19th ~ -. modierc-minded Duoch po.litici..ms acd ciru serTI.Jlb obsier'lled. tlu.t the Duoch admic:istr.rtiac 

bad DOt Jed. bo ;a.c :imp:m,-emeot of tbe Vtllelfiue- af the lndonem.n. p opului.oc. [n 1901 the sa~lh!d slaird\t koien m ,etbjCAJ. 

policy started furma.Jli,·. The poli.q did DOt cha.Deng,e- the cd.oaia.J ~on u sucb, but tried to cm~ h.umful side 
~ ;and Kimuhte VtJ1elme. 1'-:ii:lu:11i 1mi:ng sight af the :iotl!l"t!lts of the motheJ: cnunt:q·. See iha, 1·.ac Goor,J. De lwdmlWhi!. 

~ (The Dutch colooi.es], SOU. '1 Cm-e.nmge. 1994, 2U:J-7J6. , de Jong, 419-446. 

n F.ass-eur, C De- inioki.trn. Amfll'maffl'I •'C(Q' k Oo.;i, 1825-19 55 (The icdologisb.. C:iru Saen·.aoti. for the East, l B25- 1950], 

11.m!i:etd.uo, Bert fukl:e:r. 19 94, 2o:l i;r.ict. 42CL431. 
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ill th~ :ircad~c gta.ff of J~,-jsh orisin ~~ 

di.m:imed 011 the: spDt~ Studc-:nti: v..~nr on 

mike in prottst J.ga.i.nst tbB uala-,.,.etfuJ. mic.arurc 

J.nd the: OC(; L1p 'mg fotcc:~ rcspo.ndc:d bj• 
dos.u:is down Lt-,iden Ufil\reuity. A nwnbl!r 

of sru.d~ra. iru:-ludmt Kard N c:yg,. ~ nt to 

Utftcbr,. v.1':acr( th~ UD.1V('IB1ty .:mthoriti('!I 

ac~ptrd th(' discrimiruitory mc:-.1mRS 

without .my proten. 

bR-1 N i:;ti cantmucd hB srudicil in Utra:hc,. 

.1.nd jn CM a.bsc:n.rc: llf any prospect af a job. 
he: daridcd ro IJ5('- b.iB time- a dli::cti:,1,rd. ;1" as 

pombli:. He stJ.A:c:d his PhD .rf'cSearch DM th~ 
rok, of v..~stfin JCculrurarion aud publiir edu­

!!:arioJll,, a !!:Ol1Jf':U-.lti~ study of the Philippines 
-.ind J.1v.1. In chi: mticiparion of ~rang 
c:1uployn:init 1-Rith fu(' adnlllll5tn.tiw a.uthori­
nc:,s UJ fudonc:Q1;.1,, which could tili s~.al 

a Ibid., ~22. 

~ Fasseur, 4$. 

)"e.US.. it ,,uae :act unoom.ID£Jn fo.r gr-:.1du:i.toi to 

und~crakc: t:h~ir PhD~ N qi BCUdr was done 

und~ r the suidmcc: of pmt(BSOr H.Th Paht-r 
(190 1-1976). an :mtb.ropolos_i:st with J. iSiolid 
scic:nti6ir ba~roundM. A mi~ogr.i~cl 

V~Jll oflui !PbD V.,'ai :re.aay by 1943. b1.i1t 

could not bi: 1~d for d c:fence of a th,:,~s. [n 

.th.1.t year roo, a.c.1dc:nuc bk ea.me: 00 J. victual 
sr.:u1lEtlll. in Utr('t1br. v.rhc;o entdc:Jll! rc".fi.~d 
to mgn .a. dc:-d:intion of loy:ilty to me, occu­

pying forc~s 3.t'ld ~ nt into hiding imt-~.ad. 

as did Nqrs' pmtJ«Jt-t,. Professor fub.c:rJL • 

.Folla.v..-ing the libm:acio.n ~tht N~r:land& 
on tru' 5th of MJ.y 1 P45. ac.1.-dc,mic litC" 
gr.tdwJ.ly ci,turni:d to normJ.l.. [n Ausi,m 

1945,. L.cd N ~l51 ckfcndc:d hiB. t:ht!sis at Ui<: 
U.m1i;'('nutv of Utrec ht. l:t v,;m: an austc:~ . 
~ nt. so soo.n ~:er the w.1.,4 mtch h i3. Phil 

pmmotor Professor fisb.e£ scil.l WC"rnl8' from 

a_ De Pu-er, B. (eel) &J lle:tnpeP du ~J fA tmtp]e- of m;ips] , Utrecht, FacuJbei.t .Ruimtelijke 'il,liet-ewcb;ippe.n, l 999. 5CI. 



 

hWJ.SCI oed.ema33
• ~l N ~ mwt hm.te had 

a~~ of anricipat:i.ou,. 3!I he de~uded his. 

the1ru1 on the: 17th ofAugL16t . the- "i.rcty dat:c-
011. w hich. tbc establishme11-t of the R,e,public 
of Indonesia v.-ras pro:r;1ti.med.. [t -waB undoub­

tedly a coincidence. wilikc-~ vi~ gi\"C'fl in 
the mtroduction to hiB them : "'The oolonial 

phcnomc:uon is about to d.IB.appc:ar and in 
nu1.uy cases haB already fuappelledn. Such 

a statement proved Koo N eys to be: a ll1.lt1. 

m th a n10dcrn i,•mon,. way ahead ofmos.t of 

h.iB conte111po:raries_ ]11 his. introduction,. he 

Q..-p.rcssiecl his gratitude fur the scientific 
trrirl~ :rccei~d iu Leiden from pro~S'.!lO:r 

J-iP.'.B.Jo~n de Jbng (1886-1 964}3' .Thc 
mthropolog~t J,oosclill de Jong~ an 

uiteruatiO.l'l.illy k:ncm.r:i1. scholar. w ho fomide d 

the lei.den BGhool of sttuctt.J.rawrn.:M. 

'S. An intentalfonal Mttl'fi :tia#in-g in 
lndone.ti'1 
'When co:nsiderins' all. the m1Certai1iti.cs ofthc-

1938-45 ptliod. Karel N cys, recei.\rcd a oo]id 

aca.demic tra.i1li:ng. He developed a mode,ru. 

view of the chmsing world in Asia. He 18.l.S 

V('.ry attached t o the cormtry of his birth md 

wmted to rctnrn to ilndoncrua t o Vi10:dc in the 

fi dd of edu ca:ti.o n 3!I soon as possible. hi 
J,a.brta in 1946. at the age of 26. h.e e;.i:incd a 

p.:irution 3B acting SeCTCtary of the u ,ii 'fflrtelt 

1,1 , It1don~:s1't. the U:nr.-•cnit]i-'" of lndoucm.a35
• 

can bi= co11Sldtled as the sta:rtias' poit'lt for hB 

interJJ.ational. career in ~ducation. [t 'W'a!li not 

all ('3S}r start,. as the- academic life of the 

lndou(:si.an iwtitutiom. of higher educatio.n 

ground to a halt during the lattc-r end of thc­

Japancsc· occupation a.l'l.d many buildings 

v.~ dcva£tated.. The R cptibli.G of ]udonesia 

was dec la:rcd :wdepcndent in 1945. but the 

D utch tric:d in '1--:tJn to tur.n the clock back t o 

the old sjhutio.n. ]n 1046. the oo- cillcd 'l\1oorl 
Vnh~tcit or Emergency Unnrcni.iry ,;i;.u 

emibmh.ed. by placing the already exiring 

institutions of Jiishc:r educ.1tion rmder ouc 

umbrella. Th e fimt :ni:i.ssion 'W"9.S to re~mb.lish 
the system of Jiisb.cr education. The cc:ntntl. 
administration of the Uu:r..rc,r~ity l-.vaB basc:d. 

on tb.e .Anglo-Saxon modeL, with. a :?.rem.dent 

at the top. ~sted by a Secrctuy. ]u 1948. 

the· na.nJ.C· "i?.tas cha.nsed into the Uni:~~nrity 
of lwfonew. it,. and it bec3.1ll.C' .J?3Ct of the 

VnrVi.!dt'" lndtmejt.::r' in 1950. 
ln his capacity as acting Se~rc tary of the· 

Un~ Karel Nqrs muKt ~ lc:a.rncd a 

lot about sc:tt:wg up m£tituti.om of higher 

educatiou.. At the Univc:ra.ity of ilndoneria.,, 

h e bec:um: familiar vi.ith. the coucc:-pt of 

education as a tool for de1!""'C:lopmc:1:1t. 

6. lnt~r.natio.ttal maign fflt"nt! 

When ludouc:Bia b~cam~ indc:pcndc:nt, K.arc.l 
N qrs decided to apply his. tl.knra ds~hac. 

ln 1952, h e \.VaB appointed adv~r 0 11 litc:raqT 

for tb.e South Pacific Couuuim:ion in 

i:- Ne-i,·1. l945, C-V. Fm: the full bll:iiog;r.ipbi.cLl ref.eaoces of lui,e,J Ne-)·1,, Jl~IR· ~ J: to p;ansn.Jlb 6 , Puhlicill:i.om. DfD.r. lci,e,J 

Nf!)·s. 
l• F.aSJJ:UI, 431. 
11 llm,,a.11.!.!!i t l'il'J ~-\:in,sil'. Cidtr l'l.lN ~ Aroh:u1iKh},:mr194'8- 1949 [UniR rs:iti,· a f Io:lcu:Je,!U, Acmllli.c Yi!u 1949-19.50]. 

&-1:in·u. Luuhdru..khrij, 194& 10. 
:u Cbi.d .• 1949-1950,12. 

"' .Ebr.y.i W. BiJch.ti..u:, Ur;iiu"11'm:r huolY~ 1950-1915: kfflil'!.£-~ I1ariji:uli ke..XXVlldi~.J;i.b.rt.i, 197.5. 
n Thi! South Ru:i:fic C omm:isrioo Vi1'll ~ up !JS !JC .rlrilo.cy uu::'I a:mmlllltn~ bod}· in 1947 bJ.· si.J: g,:n,~1:mnena i,e,~ ru:il:ie for 

tlu! no[]..self 8,0'l'l!rcicg jsJmd te'zrito:de1 a tbe South P.aci6c ri!g:ia:I. ~ C:ti.m oz P.lpw. u it js CD'A' .knovro , 'Vn!I blo:ld 
D'l'i!r ta Indooe:1U jc 1962, tlu! Du.tch gc,'il!rDllll!!ct took ls'i'I!! of tbe C.0CUJU!l..5ian. Elmd.!J,. M ., Stnrm.m,,A. (eds.) . 

Af-i!~ 1tm NYnm•.G,,r;,..MS:2, 1950-1962 p;:lNo~II of Ni!w-Guinn, 1950-1962) . BunlJJll. THOTH,. X.03. 

D :r . X.a:rcl NcyJ. U120 -HHl2! L11.d Tb.c N-cya-Y.a:n Haag.uC".lltcn. E=-aun..:l:ar~ ,c, c, 11 



 

No Wll.C'3t, New Caleidonia ii. The appomnneut 

Wli p:rooobl7 fu r .1 prn.od of rhrce }~-ll~ and 

.Iu.rcl N qg c«C':ii,rcd si:'Wr.li :issigl!lllK'.11ts. foe 

t:ru: u mmission. fu 1952. in cmmtltari.on 

w ith the Director Df EduG!l.tion in Hji. h~ 
t!:O!'Jd.Ucted :1 rnrvcy Ol'l li~ I'llCJ teacruns 

.DICthods. v.ritb. &pct:1a.l attl!ntion fo:r adult 

htt-ra..c)! The" o utoom c "WM pubfohi:d JS a 

h.indbook in 1954...-;_ Hi: ilio w .:llt on a 

nlimion to t'm:· Solomon IIs1andst1. and ~ 

rmpol.'19,] bk· for J.11 cxpcr.ime.nrn..l c o·IJI'Sc- m 
a.dult litcrag,r in P.1.pua Ni!W G'W.ll('.1!1 in 1955. 

Eti.rcl N C'f g kil thi: Col1l.llll!!oon in order 
to ~ up a post with Q'.Ue of the U nited 

N ations" e:pc:c~ d ascru;~s in. cduca.ti.0111i. 

LTNlESCO~ for whom he- p:rcpan::d :i. manual 

.u N e:f5, 1954. 
:a N i:-rs, 1954. 

D Nep, 19511,,, 
:a N i:ys, 196:i. 
::a. N ep, 196:i. 

:n N i:p ., 196:i. 
:1111 N i:p , L!i'69. 1973. 

TIit! 11M I fl l'I 

,u,. r~L.•11 r L~r Ju .r1'"4il 

iJJICurJ. l1t 1987, 

NT d J t'J'., I lll ~ 

Jr, II H,111i Ki.1,,r 
.rmt J\1,i ·,1l, I Ji i~ 

Jri? il!J J\!rlniJ 

fn. G mua 

"TI, t.' .4.J 1ir.1t 

J lfU fJ ,r., I If 

mr £i'.1 ,P'. 

on a.dult -c"d.uca.tiO!'l. Th~ mJ.J1w.l v.~ publis­
hed in 1961 :ma rcprimc=a in 19ti5 ! J . The 

information av.i..i.bb]c docs not give :i. c:k.ar 

pirture of rhc oonntriei~ in which KJid Ncys. 

ViOrkcd far UNFSCO. O !l)C thing is Cffi' iWl. 

hov,te-...~ . his Vi'O:rk al,,.¥.l",13. con.cc:ru.cd a.cti"a-'i.­

tics in tM fidd of ridult cdncacion m d litC'T:1-
fr.f progrJ.mJncs. H e Vit:nt 011 .ll. l1li:3ion to 

Cubia, which 1:1J.Wt b n-e ~ n ruu ia.terc:srins 

:l'iBSigumcJ.J~ :is the Cubm gct\~fll1l.C'_nt v1ras 

s1J1ccC'SSfu.1 in it.s efforts oo c.radicare illitcr.1.cyt. 
In 1965, he- published .1 :re-port on me-thods 
aud m .. cuis di!ployco by tbi: go'li~rJllllCIJ.t in 

Cuoo to dinl.it1at~ illit~ra.cy . m 1969. h~ was 

m ~itcd ro pre~ 1t a :papi::i:: OJl. fun ctio.nal. ]iu:­

racy priaj«m in Latin .. .\.mcrie,a,. 0 11 lxhalf of 

UNE.SCO in London. Prom the PJ..~ r" v.~ 



 

cm c:oncludc that he had vitorked JJ1d fu.~d 
m Ecuador :iru:I Vcnem('Ja?M. after w hich Kard. 

Neys v."Cru 'to tropical .Afric..a. We cJ.J11JJ.ot be 

a.m i: \'\'he thi::r c:ms Via.Bi bcfu~ o,r :ifrer bii 

n"tlI'Nnem. :He- V4".1B livina very quietly in 
M 'b:iliane. Sw.ni]:md w he"a. he m-<'.W up bis 
l...st v.rill J.m::I taY:amcnt in 1 ~9. bur :resided in 

the H.igue by rhe time oflm d~ in 1992. 

f-ollowing his assigommts in [11doncs.i.i .ind 
the: Sout,h !Pacific. KJ.J:d Ncya. 0 btained 

.k:nov.r1~d~, irmght and expen('-n£CS of the 
Li.tin Arne:nc.in world and. ci,"(:n 1.ropic:u 

Afric;i. u:giOll!I p1rii01.i1Bly u11k:11own to Wl1lL 
Ne'venbdcss_ lndoncsia rcm.J.ined very &ar 
to him., :i.ad tM id.e2 of cc~ati:ng ~ timndaticm 

-with i;bc aim of mpporciDg p.rojectr1 :in~ 
mmt h ~ bee_n on his .mind for quite s~ 

til'ru'. Ouc~. wm-n visitins the N etherlmds. 

he t'CIUJlUa to Iris fr~ nd,11 :Mr • .md 

Ji&. Gmdc-r that he- Vi':IJ'ltc-d to do "~aome­

tm:uEt wn:h projt-rn . When. 1008.('d in. London,. 

h,=, 'Wll'.:krto ok: :L p:r1v.1 t i:" t 01lI to :Hons "Lng 
;ui-d Ma~w in Ocmbi::r 1 !;187. Jn .a. pou.aul 

Et°'nr oo ~fr and Mn~ Gradel'i. .he V."rore: 'The 
A&ia.u s;an is doing mr s,:"Cti:l:?&111 

_ le. 1 !:189. n 

the ~ af ~ . he took the decision ro set 1.1p 

a folil.lld.iti.o.n d('1J1Dtcd to ~ ati1n11lation cif 

r('geJICb. J.JJ.d R'lat:cil rrJiu i ng for th(' bcnetlr of 

rcsearchc:rs in fadoues:i.J. 31rJd Sourh-em Asil.. 
He prob.ibJy ilt that lm. long v.rotkmg Ef e 

d~-oteorl to cd LLC.atu:m WJS soon to comt' to 

:m ai.~ Thie fuundition rdlorcs not onlv bJB , 

a:lu:-mon for [udoncs.i.i ;ui-d Aw,. but ako bi5 
~ m honour his fathe-r and mo~:r, MUl!C­

tbe ill.lL'lle Nie-ye-v.m H oo~tr!'l!l found.mon.. 

Dr ~ N q 11: passed fflTif in tb~ 
Nerhcrlmi:h on the lrd. of MJ.D:h 1992 • .u 
the age 0f 72 )'C".J.m. J.nd bcqu.e,1d1ed his­
forrune t o the Fo'Ul'ld.irion. 

J:I ~te.nt:io11ed l:n I letl:t!r to N HF b}· tbe dwgbl:t!r Mn. C:ul1 Gcder,. 2J-·10- 200J. 
Cl Dc:ru.cru!ot l:K'en'a:i .Imm Mn. Clrh GcdeL 
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